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IN THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT IN THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROBABLE CAUSE CONTINUATION 



Jahala Watson and Christopher Shane Knight, AKA Shane Watson lived together for several years at Jahala's 
residence located at 3755 Davis Rd, Mulberry, Polk County. Florida. Jahala is the mother of Shane and 
provided Shane's housing, food, vehicle and support. 

Jahala was formerly married to Dow Watson. They had one daughter together, Shannon Watson. Jahala was 
in a new personal relationship with Gene Gay and was 7 % months pregnant. 

The residence occupied by Jahala and Shane was in the process of being sold and needed to be vacated by 
Friday, June 25. 1993. 

Shane and Jahala had continuing arguments over use of the car, finances and household/domestic issues. On 
Saturday, June 19, 1993, Shane and Jahala had an argument at Jahala's residence that was witnessed by 
several friends. During this argument, Shane threw a beer bottle across the room at his mother, Jahala. 

On Sunday morning. June 20. 1993, Jahala was at her residence and had plans to go shopping with her 
daughter. She did not show up at the pre-arranged time to pick up her daughter, nor did she call her to advise 
she was not coming. 

A witness, who had stayed at the victim's residence overnight, was present when Shane and Jahala became 
involved in a noisy, heated argument inside the residence. During the argument, Shane ordered the witness 
out of the residence. 

The witness walked out of the house, but could still hear Shane and Jahala yelling inside the residence for 
approximately four to five minutes at which time the yelling suddenly stopped. The witness heard no further 
yelling. Approximately eight to ten minutes after the yelling stopped. Shane came out of the residence alone 
wearing different clothing and he appeared to be wet as if he had taken a bath. Jahala Watson was never 
seen nor heard from again. 

Following the argument, family and friends made numerous phone calls to the residence attempting to contact 
Jahala. Shane repeatedly told them that Jahala was sleeping and not available. 

Shane had made plans with friends for Sunday afternoon, however, abruptly changed his plans after the 
argument. After coaxing from a friend later that afternoon, Shane did participate in planned activities. 

On Monday, June 21. 1993, Shane did not go to work. On that date. Jahala's vehicle was observed by several 
friends and family at Walmart located at 4315 South Florida Avenue. Lakeland. Florida. Shane was made 
aware of the whereabouts of the vehicle. Friends and family called Shane out of concern for Jahala's welfare, 
however, Shane told them not to worry and did not respond to the location of his mother's vehicle. 

On Tuesday. June 22. 1 993, Shane did not go to work. Late afternoon on June 22, 1 993, Jahala's body was 
found alongside State Road 471 in Sumter County, Florida, less than Vz mile from property owned by Jahala's 
brother. Jahala was wearing only a bra. panties and sandals. She still had jewelry on her hands. News 
accounts described the body as belonging to a black female. After hearing the news account, Shane told his 
father that he believed it was his mother. 
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m THE CIRCUIT/COUNTY COURT IN THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROBABLE CAUSE CONTINUATION 
Approximately 10:00 pm. Mildred Baker. Jahala's mother, called Shane to request the tag number to Jahala's 
vehicle and to report Jahala missing. Shane did not acknowledge to his grandmother that he knew the location 
of the vehicle. At 10:13 pm, Mildred Baker reported the vehicle and Jahala missing to the Polk County Sheriff's 
Office. Approximately 10:25 pm. Peggy Alberson. Jahala's sister, called Mildred Baker and told her Jahala's 
vehicle was at the Walmart parking lot on South Florida Avenue. Lakeland. Approximately 10:30 pm, Mildred 
Baker called Shane to provide him this information. Again, Shane did not acknowledge to his grandmother that 
he already knew the location of the vehicle. 

Approximately 10:45 pm, Shane's father, Dow Watson, went to Jahala's residence. Shane attempted to help 
Dow look for Jahala's vehicle. Shane did not tell Dow that he already knew where the vehicle was located. 
Approximately 11:45 pm, after returning to Jahala's residence, Dow entered the house and observed the same 
clothes worn by Jahala on Sunday, June 20, 1993. on Jahala's bedroom floor. Dow also observed Jahala's 
cigarettes and lighter on the bathroom vanity. Jahala was a heavy smoker who reportedly would not leave 
home without her cigarettes. 

On Wednesday, June 23, 1993, Shane saw another news account of a body being found. Shane told a 
witness that a body had been found in Sumter County and the police thought it was his mother, Jahala's body 
had not yet been identified and Shane had not been contacted by law enforcement. At approximately 4:10 pm, 
Polk County Sheriff's Office recovered Jahala's vehicle in the Walmart parking lot. Approximately 7:00 pm. 
members of Jahala's family identified clothing and jewelry found on the body in Sumter County as belonging to 
Jahala. 



Dr Janet Pillow, Medical Examiner for District 5. performed an autopsy of Jahala and determined the cause of 
death to be a stab wound. The death of the viable, unborn baby was determined to be a direct result of the 
unlawful death of his mother. Jahala. The manner of death for both victims was determined to be homicide. 

Over the course of several years, Shane has repeatedly provided inconsistent statements to law enforcement 
to include the following: 

In 1993 he stated to law enforcement that he had not seen his mother all day long on Sunday, June 20 !h . In 
later interviews, he stated he did see her that day and gave conflicting statements as to the circumstances. 
Additionally, he told numerous conflicting statements to family members as to the last time he saw his mother 

In 1995. Shane stated he and Jahala were having hard times. When asked if he believed that whatever 
happened to Jahala occurred within the residence, he answered "Yes." When asked could it have happened 
that he killed his mother, Shane stated "I want to say no. but it might have". Shane stated "it all points to me" 
and that "it looks to me like I done it". He said looking at all the evidence... he would put himself in the electric 
chair. 

In an interview in 2011. Shane admitted to having an ongoing argument with his mother that started on June 
19, 1993 Shane stated to law enforcement that °:| made peace with the Lord" in referring to what had occurred 
with Jahala. 
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